
The first hurdle which the family must cross, therefore, is that
of Israeli acceptance of its request for family reunification.
This permit is not given prior to the submission of an endless
number of documents proving the family's center of life in
Jerusalem. However, this is not all: Until recently even one who
met all the criteria would not be permitted family reunification
until he petitioned the Israeli High Court and a date was set
for the hearing. Only then did the Ministry of Interior hurry to
accept the family reunification request and ask that the
petition be erased. Only toward the end of 1998 did HaMoked
encounter a small number of cases in which requests were
accepted with no need to petition the court.

Even when the request was accepted, the procedures for receiving
a temporary residency permit extended over numerous months. The
temporary permit is valid for one year, at the end of which the
family must once again battle the bureaucracy of the Ministry of
Interior. In several cases handled by HaMoked, more than six
months have passed since the family requested that the temporary
permit be renewed!

Refusal to Reqister Marriaqes

A new bureaucratic hurdle invented by the Ministry of Interior
is the personal status of "under investigation" or "unknown"
which the ministry listed on the identity cards of newly wed
Palestinians who wished to register their marriages. The
Ministry of Interior claims that this practice has been halted
and that "under investigation" is listed only in those cases in
which a specific suspicion exists of a fictitious marriage. If
so, why does the Ministry of Interior refuse to erase the status
of "unknown" that is 11sted in the identity card of couples in
which one of the spouses is not a Jerusalem resident?

Seqregation

One of the tools which permits the Ministry of Interior to
institute discriminatory regulations toward residents of East
Jerusalem is the reception of Palestinian residents only in the
ministry branch in East Jerusalem. The city's primary branch of
the Ministry of Interior, in the center of West Jerusalem,
serves all comers except for the Palestinian residents of the
city. This physically separated reception of persons permits the
unequal treatment. HaMoked has been corresponding on this matter
since 1997 with various authorities, which have provided
different and contradictory replies. In October 1998 this matter
was referred to the State Comptroller by Public Complaints
Commission.

Residency in the Territories

In the wake of the Oslo agreements, the authorities in the
matter of residency (population registration) in the territories
were transferred to the Palestinian Authority, including the
awarding of permits for family reunification and entry to the
territories from abroad. However, many of these authorities
require previous approval by Israel. Even those authorities now
under the sole authority of the PA (such as the registration of
children) cannot be exercised without the authorisation of
Israel .
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The division of authorities between Israel and the PA is not
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by HaMoked and a High Court petition in this matter has been
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Eetitioner, Hazem Nasara, is currently legally residing in the
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Even under these difficult conditions, HaMoked is able to assist

Court agreements, reached in past years following intensive
efforts by HaMoked and the submission of tens of petitions in

in the territories or received a permit to enter this area

recei Palestinian identity cards, unless security reasons
prevent this. HaMoked assists these families to prove their
eligiblity for family reunification.
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notified the UN Committee for Social and Economic Rights of its
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compiling the necessary paperwork to prove eligibility.
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