
Return of 1967 Refugees to the
Occupied Territories

TheOsloAccordsprovidethat a committeewouldbe established
to "decide by agreement on the modalities of ad"]ission of
personsdisplacedfrom the West Bank and the GazaStrip in
1967..."223 It was agreedthat, in addition to representativesof
Israel and the PA, representativesof Jordan and Egypt would
alsobe membersof the committee.
On 7 March 1995, the quadra-partiteCommittee for 1967
RefugeeMatters met, with representativesof Israel, the PA,
Jordan, and Egypt participating. The PA, Jordan, and Egypt
took a joint position, demandingthat Israel allow one million
refugeesandtheir familiesto return.224Accordingto the PA, this
number includes Palestinians who were living outside the
OccupiedTerritoriesat the time of the Six-DayWar; Palestinians
who left the Occupied Territories during or immediately
after the war; Palestinianswhose residency in the Occupied
Territories had been revokedby Israel; and Palestinianswhom
Israel deported. Furthermore, the three parties demandedthat
Israel allow the spousesand children of those Palestiniansto
enter the Occupied Territories.225 Israel only agreed to
considerthe return of Palestinianswho had been compelledto
leave the Occupied Territories as a direct result of the
war, whose number it estimated at 200,000 - 400,000
persons.226

The joint summaryissuedby the committeestated that it had
beerl decidedto continuethe negotiationsand "to find a quick
solution to this problem in order to vitalize the peaceprocess;"227

The committee met several more times but reached no
conclusion on who would be allowed to return to the

223. Art. XXVII of the Interim Agreement; art. XVI of the Cairo Agreement.
224 Ha'aretz, 5 March 1995, 7 March 1995.
225. The information was provided by Nabil Sh ath, the PA s minister for
cooperation, in an interview with 'The Voice of Palestine.
226. As stated in newspaper reports according to officials of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs See Ha'aretz, 7 March 1995.
227 Ha'aretz. 8 March 1995.
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