
Azmakneh Mahmud a-Traireh and her children; Fatma, Shadiyeh, Tahani,
Salon], and Sara'a,

Restoration of Residencp Revoked bp lsrael
Upon transfer to the PA in November1995 of the power to
issuedocumentsto exit the OccupiedTerritories, the limitations
on the length of time Palestinianresidents of the Occupied
Territories are allowed to remain abroad were revoked. Also
nullified was the power of Israel to revoke residencyon the
groundsthat the residenthadstayedabroad.209Furthermore,the
LatecomersCommittee, which handledPalestinianrequeststo
reinstatetheir residency.wasabalished.2lo

RegardingPalestinianswho had previouslylost their residencyin
the OccupiedTerritories, the interim Agreementprovidesthat,"A Joint Committeewill be establishedto solvethe reissuingof
identity cards to those residentswho have lost their identitycards."2ll The handlingof applicationsthat had beensubmitted

209. Khalid Sallm so informed ETselem In February 1997
210. The con)mittee, operated by the Civil Administration, was abolished
pursuant to art. 1(5) of chap. 1 of the Interim Agreement, which stated that the
Civil Administration would be abolished; however, the Civil Administration
continues to operate.
211. Art. 28(3) of Annex l, Appendix Ill of the Interim Agreement.



to the LatecomersCommitteeprior to the transfer of powers
andwere not handledwasfrozenuntil establishmentof the joint
committee.212

Becauseof the disputebetweenthe partiesnegotiatingthis issue,
no decisionwas reachedon restorationof residency.At first,
Israelarguedthat the purposeof the committeewas to discuss
only the printing of new identity cards to replace those that
Palestinianresidentsof the OccupiedTerritories had physically
lost, while the Palestiniansidemaintainedthat the purposewas
to restoreresidencystatus.213Now the partiesare disputinghow
to classify persons entitled to restoration of residency, in
accordancewith the year in which their residencystatuswas
revoked.a4

The delayin arrangingthe return of 100,000 Palestinianswhose
residencywas revoked perpetuatesfamily separationbecause
many (?f them have relatives who live in the Occupied
Territories.

C. Bureaucracy-Related Problems
The Oslo Accords and their manner of Implementationgrant Israel
supremacy over the PA. In almost every area related to family
unification, the PA is not empoweredto makedecisionswithout Israell
approval.Therefore, the PalestinianDCLsonly providea link between
Palestiniansand the Israeliauthontles.The PA'sactivitiesare limited to
receivingrequestsfrom OccupiedTerritoriesresidents(throughthe PA
Ministryof the Interior), forwardingthem to the IsraeliDCLs, receiving
answersfrom the latter, and passingthem on to the residents.The
Palestiniansideof the CAC 1sallowedto call for a reconsiderationof

212. Stated, for example, in a letter of 3 December 1995 from Lt Oreo Namani,
of the office of the legal advisor of the Civil Administration in the West Bank, to
attorney Lead Tsemel.
213. On 3 June 1996, Khalld Sallm so Informed the Coalition for Family
Uniiicatlon. Israels position contradicted letters sent previously by the office of
the legal advisor of the Civil Administration In the West Bank, such as: ... It was
agreed that a loint Israeli-Palestinian committee would be established in order to
solve problems of renewing identity cards of residents who had lost their
residency (letter of 9 January 1996 from Lt. Oren Namani, acting head of the
legal department, In the name of the legal advisor of the Civil Administration in
the West Bank, to attorney Leah Tsemel)
214. HaMoked and BTselem were so informed on 25 March 1998 by a senior
official of the PA.




