
I fear thatmy finger is brokenbecauseof theswellingandtheexcruciatingpain - and
I needimmediatetreatment.

The conditionsin thecell arevery hard, thereis no ventilationat all. Thereareno
openingsin thecell andoften I amheld therealone.

In addition, the food theygive me is of low quality andof theminutestquantity. I
amalwayshungry..."

OnApril 15, apetitionwassubmittedto theHighCourtagainstthecontinuedtortureof Bassam
Nairuch (petition 2709/96, BassamNairuchandHaMokedvs. GSS). A visit to thedetainee
after filing the petition revealedthat his detentionconditionshadimproved. On April 21,
theStateagreedto theissuanceof anordernisi injunction(a showcauseorder) andaninterim
injunctionpreventinguseof theinterrogationmethodsdescribedin thepetitionuntil thepetition
is heard.

In spiteof thefactthattheordernisigavetheState12daysto respondto thepetition,noresponse
hasbeengiven. In themeantime,Mr. Nairuchhasbeentransferredto theMeggidodetention
facility.

Torture

Theinterrogationmethodsdescribedin BassamNairuch'saffidavit arenotexceptional.These
andothermethods,nolesssevere,wereusedagainstmanyof thedetaineesvisitedbyHaMoked
attorneys. The UN ConventionAgainstTorture andOther Cruel, Inhumanor Degrading
Treatmentor Punishmentbanscategoricallytheuseof torture. Article 2 of theConvention
emphasizesthat

no exceptionalcircumstanceswhatsoever,whethera stateof war or a threatof war,
interval political instability or any other public emergency,may be invoked as a
justification of torture.

Article 1 definestorture in the following manner:

anyactby whichseverepainor suffering,whetherphysicalor mental, is intentionally
inflictedonapersonfor suchpurposesasobtainingfromhimor a thirdpartyinformation
or aconfession,punishinghimfor anactheor athirdpartyhascommittedor is suspected
of havingcommitted,or intimidatingor coercinghim or a third person...

TheConventionwassignedby Israelon 22.10.86, ratified on 4.8.91 andenteredinto force
on 22.11.91.

The convention is one - though not the only - source for the prohibition on the Israeli authorities
from using torture in interrogations. In addition, the Israeli Penal Code, as well as customary
international law, absolutely prohibit the use of torture.

Torture is among the most grave violations possible of human rights and dignity. The means
described below are intended to break the person physically and mentally and to leave him



at themercyof his interrogators. The interrogeelosescontrol over his body andlooseshis
ability to think rationally. Heis isolatedfrom theoutsideworldandfromeverythingimportant
to his identity andhis dignity asa humanbeing. All this in additionto theextremephysical
pjn andsuffering, and their repercussionson his physicalandmentalhealth- which have
not beenevaluatedsufficiently. As we haveseenin thepast (in thecaseof 'Abd a-Samed
Harizat), someof thesemethodsalsoendangerthe interrogee'slife. Suchviolent disregard
for the integrity of a person'sbody cannotbejustified underany circumstances.Even the
highestsocialinterest,or theinterestof otherindividuals,cannotj ustifysuchcompletedisregard
for the rights of any individual.

Torture Methods

In thepastthreemonths,HaMokedhascollectedagreatmanytestimoniesaboutinterrogation
methods used by the GSS. These methods constitute torture, both in the colloquial sense and
in the legal senseasdefined by international conventions. The methods used, basedon information
obtained by HaMoked, are described below.

Each of these methods was experienced by many of the detainees who provided testimonies.
The methods are also known from testimonies provided in the past. We have only provided
one or two examples of each method.

Forceful Shaking

Forceful shaking consists of grabbing the interrogee by the shoulders or by the front of the
shirt and violently shaking the upper half of the body. The shaking damages blood vessels
connecting the brain and the interior of the skull. In the caseof 'Abd a-Samed Harizat, shaking
caused his death. In most cases, the effects of shaking include dizziness, vomiting, and loss
of consciousness. Since the death of Harizat, shaking also carries a powerful threat, as the
victim knowshe is beingsubjectedto a "treatment"which hasalreadycauseda deathin the
past. In the statementMa'i AdnanAbu Tabanehprovidedto AttorneyAndreRosenthalon
13.3.1996 in theAshkelonprison:

On 11.3.961 wasshakenby my interrogator:onceduring thedayandonceat night.
During theday shaking,threeinterrogatorswerein the interrogationroom. At night
therewasjust onceinterrogator.

Theinterrogatorsaidthattheywoulddotomewhattheydid to 'Abd a-SamedHarizat.
They told me that I would leavetheprisonon a stretcher...

During my shakingduring theday, the interrogatorpushedmy headinto the table.

I wasshakenwhile my handsandlegswerecuffed.

My headhurts.

Tahaa-Sheikhsaidin his statementto attorneyThabetBeidusion April 2, 1996 that he lost
consciousnessfollowing the shakingsheexperiencedin theAshkelonprison.



TalebAbu Abih relatedthe following in his statementto attorneyThabetBeidusion April
2, 1996:

... In additionto theshabehposition[painfulbodypositioning]whichmy interrogators
useon me, they shakeme really hard, andeveryday theychangemy shirt because
it is torn...

My interrogators,whoanswertoCaptainMofaz,CaptainSiri, CaptainShachar,Captain
Arik, CaptainSimon,andColonelRonideclaredmorethanoncethatwith themthere's

no humanrights, no law andno courtsandthat theywill continueto interrogateme
with thesemethodsuntil thedaytheygetmy confessionto membershipin theHamas
organization...

Thisdetaineewasdetainedincommunicadountil 30.3.96. His appealto meetwith anattorney
wasdeniedby the SupremeCourt on 21.3.96.

SleepDeprivation

Sleepdeprivationis oneof theprinciplewaysof breastingthedetainees.In addition, several
of theother interrogationmethods,whichalsoincludegravesuffering, servethepurposeof
preventingsleep. Detaineesreportedsleepdeprivationfor periodsof severaldays.

AhmadQawasmehtells in his statementof 17.3.96:

.. .during theweekin whichI wasinterrogated,I wasnotallowedto sleep:theywould
interrogatemeandreturnmeto "waiting" whereI wouldsit ona low bench,my hands
cuffedbehindmybackandmy legscuffed, asackonmyheadandloudmusic24 hours
a day.

I shouldstatethatwhenI finally, in spiteof all this, succeededto closemy eyesand
my headfell in sleep,theymadesureto wakeme...

Thetimetableof theinterrogationof WalidKarageh,ashedescribedin hisstatementprovided
to attorneyRosenthalat theShikmaPrisonon 14.5.96, illustratestheperiodsduring which
thedetaineesaredeniedsleep:

The following is the scheduleof my interrogationsandperiodsof shabehsincemy
detentionuntil providing this statement:The first weekonmy detention,from April
4, 1996 until May 2 therewasoneshortbreakon April 30 andanotheron May 1,
a break for a total of about3 or 4 hours.

On the secondweekof my detention,fromMay 5-9, 48 hoursshabeh-interrogation,
a breakof about2 hours, backto shabeh-interrogationuntil 8.5.96, a breakof about
6 hoursandback to shabeh-interrogation.

In the third weekof my detention,onMay 12, I wasin shabehandin interrogation
all daywith abreakatnight, for almosttheentirenight. FromMay 13until providing
this statement,interrogationandshabeh.



Isolation

Theisolationof thedetaineesis ameansof cuttingthemoff from realityandcreatinga feeling
of helplessness.This is accomplishedby detentionincommunicado,preventingcontactwith
otherdetainees,sensorydeprivation~reventingsightwitha sackontheheador darksunglasses)
andloud music. Anothermeansis imprisonmentin tzinuk, the isolationcell.

Thefollowing is takenfrom thestatementDiyabJaberprovidedtoAttorneyBeidusiin Kishon
detentionfacility on 16.4.96:

... ThenextdayI wasbroughtto thedetentioncenteratKishon. Immediatelyfollowing
my arrival at Kishon, my interrogatorskept me in the isolation cell for threedays.
This cell is completelysealed- noventilation,noopenings. I didn't evenknowwhen
it wasday andwhenit wasnight...

ShabehandLoud Music

Betweeninterrogationsessions,detaineesareheld for mostof the time in "waiting" in the
shabehposition, with loud musicplayedconstantly.

Hatemal-Felahdescribedtheshabehpositionto AttorneyRosenthalon 17.4.96 at Shikma
Prison:

FromApril 7-9, I waskeptin shabeh:a low bench,my handshandcuffedbehindmy
backsotightly that theycausedswelling,my legssometimescuffed, usuallyat night,
a sackon my head, loud music. I wascheckedby a doctorand they allowedmea
break. Thenextdayin themorningI wasreturnedto shabehuntil theholidaybreak.

From April 14 until the 16 at around2:00 a.m. I waskept in shabeh. Around 2:00
a.m. on 16.4.96 1 confessed.My backhurtsa lot becauseof theshabeh...

Hatemal-Felah,23 yearsold, hassufferedsincechildhoodfromFMF (FamilialMediterranean
Fever, a chronic illness), andwassupposedto undergotreatmenton April 7.

The statementof AymanMujahed,providedto AttorneyBeidusiin Kishondetentioncenter
on 14.4.96, is anothercharacteristicdescriptionof theshabehposition:

Oonthedayof April 3, my interrogatorssentmeto sit in anextremelypainfulposition
- shabeh- whereI sit on a low chairwhosebackis at ananglewhich presseson my
back, andmy handsare tightly handcuffedbehindmy back, a sackon my headand
loud musicplayedat meall thetime. I washeldlike this from themorninguntil the
afternoon. The handcuffsareso tight theycauseswellingin my hands.

On6.4 (Sunday)untilTuesday(8.4) I st inshabehcontinuously- with thetighthandcuffs
on me, preventingcirculationandcausingswelling.

During thesethreedays, theinterrogatorspreventedmefrom sleepingexceptfor one
hour of rest...



Gambaz

Manydetaineeswereforcedduringtheirinterrogationtokneelfrog-like - Gambaz- for various
periodsof time.

Taleb Nejar (in his statement provided to Attorney Rosenthal in Shikma detention facility on

28.4.96):

My interrogatorsforcedmeto kneelfrog-like while I wasin the interrogationroom
while my handsarehandcuffedbehindmy back, facingupwards...

Fuaz Abu Ramila (in his statement provided to Attorney Rosenthal in Shikma detention facility
on 8.4.96):

In interrogationthey forcedmeto carry out anexercisein which I haveto bendmy
legskeepingmybackstraightfor longperiodsof time. WhenI refused,theinterrogator
threatenedme. The interrogatorswho forcedme to do this were "Avner" andAbu
Hadi...

TighteningtheHandcuffs

TalebAbu Sabihstates(in his statementfrom 2.4.96 at Ashkelonprison):

... Oneof the interrogatorsraisedthe handcuffsabovemy handsandpressedthem
hard so that my circulationstoppedandI felt like I wasgoing to die...

Exposureto Cold

Manydetaineestold of exposureto cold, eitherby extremeair conditioningwhich theywere
placeddirectly underneath,or by exposingthemto night air.

YaqubKajeh told Andre Rosenthalin his statementfrom 8.4.96 at Ashkelonprison:

... I'm very cold. Theyput menextto theair conditioner. WhenI got to themeeting
with my attorney, I wasshaking.

ThreatsandDegradation

During the interrogation, frequentuseis madeof threatsanddegradingexpressionstoward
the interrogateand his family. Among the most commonthreatsare that of "military
interrogation"whichwill leavethedetaineecrippledor crazyfor therestof his life (frequently
with mentionof thefateof 'Abd a-SamedHarizat)andthreatsthathishousewill bedestroyed,
thewomenof his family will be rapedandthathis family will be deported.

Lack of Medical Treatment

In manycases,detaineesreporta lackof necessarymedicaltreatmentor deficienttreatment.
As is thecasewith thephysicalandmentalresultsof torture, this is alsoliable to havelong



termconsequences,in additionto the immediatesufferingcausedto the detainee.

Amjad 'Asker, blind in oneeye, wasdetainedaweekafterheunderwentonoperationin his
eye. That samedayhewasto havecontinuingtreatmentat thehospital. For nineteendays,
'Asker wasdetainedincommunicado. At the time this reportwasprepared,the fate of his
eyewasunknown.

OtherMethods

Majed 'Awadallahrelatedin hisstatementprovidedto attorneyRosenthalatShikmadetention
facility on 14.5. 96, that "theyforcedmeto carryoutonexercisein which I sit on abackless
chair, my handscuffed, andI'm forcedto leanbackwardsfor abouthalf on hour."

WalidKargehrelayedthefollowingin thestatementheprovidedto attorneyRosenthalatShikma
detentionfacility on 14.5.96:

AbouthalfonhourbeforeI gavethisstatementtomyattorneythreeinterrogatorsforced
meto entera very hot room. I complainedto themandin responseI waspushedto
theground. Oneinterrogatorsteppedon my leg wherethehandcuffmet my leg. I
showedmy attorneythemarkson my legs.

An exampleof on interrogation

The interrogationmethodsdescribedabovearenot usedin isolation. In order to illustrate
thecumulativeeffectof theinterrogationmethods,thecompletetestimonyof RaadSunuqrut,
asprovidedto attorneyThabetBeidusion 14.4.96 at theKishondetentioncenter, is provided
below.

Sunuqrutwasdetainedincommunicadofrom thedayof his detention(March 14) until April
5. A petition to allow a meeting(HCJ 2148/96) wasrejectedon 21.3.96:

I herebyprovidethis statementto supportmy requestandmyappealto stopthetorture
which my GSSor Police interrogatorsare inflicting againstme.

On14.3.96 l wasdetainedin myfactoryin Hebron. ImmediatelyafterwardI wastaken
to al-hashabieh(in thecivil administration)in Hebron,andafterI washeldacomplete
day I wastakento detentionin Kishon.

My interrogatorshaveheldme sincemy detentionnext to on air conditionerwhich
spewsout cold air.

In addition, sinceI wasdetainedI havebeenin shabehandhaveto sit in averydifficult
position - gambaz- with my kneesbent.

Sincemy detention,I havebeenheldcontinuouslyin very painful positions:sha~eh
- whereI sit on a low stoolwhosebackis at onanglewhichpressesagainstmy back,
myhandstightly boundin handcuffsbehindmyback,asackonmyheadandloudmusic
playedall the time, unceasingly.
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Thecuffsonmyhandsareverytightsuchthatmycirculationiscutoff - causingswelling
in my hands.

SinceI wasdetainedI havebeenpreventedfrom sleeping,andI wasallowedto sleep
only onenight onWednesday(the endof theholiday).

As a result of the tortureandthe difficult interrogationmethodsusedagainstme, I
haveinfectionsin my kneesandin my gums. I alsosuffer from an infection in my
jaw andI'm bleedingfrom my rearbecauseof theprolongedsitting.

Due to thesleepdeprivationfor aperiodof abouta month, I haveseriousheadaches
andfeel like my headis aboutto explode. I askmy interrogatorsto summonadoctor
to treatmebut they refuseto respond.

LastThursdaymy interrogators- CaptainRaniandCaptainSari - threatenedthatthey
wereaboutto usemilitary interrogationmethodsagainstmeandthatif I didn't confess
to theactsthattheyattributetome, theywouldshakemeandcausephysicalandmental
damage,in addition to thedamagealreadycaused.

In addition,my interrogatorsusedegradingexpressions- theygravelyinsultme, while
shakingmeforcefully, causemeswellingin thechestandripping my clothes- I now
showyou thejacket which wasrippedasa resultof the forceful shaking.

Thereis a fear- bothin light of themethodsmy interrogatorshavealreadyusedagainst
mewhich havecausedmephysicalandmentalpainwhich I still suffer from to this
day, and in light of the threatstheyvoice, which arecarriedout - that I will suffer
irreversiblebodily andmentalinjuries, whichwill endangermy life, andmy physical
andmentalwell-being.

This fearis intensifiedin light of the"promises"of myinterrogatorsthatthe "military"

interrogationmethodsstarttonight (14.4.96).

In thematterof RaadSunuqrut,anappealwasfiled to theHigh Court of Justiceon 15.4.96
(HCJ 2708/96). In his visit on 17.4.96, attorneyBeidusifound that Sunuqrut'sconditions
hadimproved,andthatthethreatto use"military" interrogationwasnotrealized. Sevendays
after filing the appeal(on April 22) an interim injunctionandan order nisi were issuedfor
12 days, with theconsentof theState'sAttorney.

On16.4. 96 thecomplaintconcerningSunuqrutwasbroughttotheDepartmentfor Investigating
PoliceOfficersin theJusticeMinistry. Theresultsof theinvestigationhavenotbeenreceived.

In themeantime,Sunuqrutwastransferredto Meggidodetentionfacility, but wasreturned
to theKishondetentionfacility andanotherorder for incommunicadodetentionwasissued.
Onceameetingwaspermitted,hisattorneylearnedthatSunuqruthadconfessedto theallegations
againsthimafterbeingplacedin acellwith collaboratorswhothreatenedtodrip burningplastic
on his body.
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High Court Treatmentof thePhenomenonof Torture

During thepastthreemonthsof theproject, HaMokedthroughattorneyAndreRosenthalhas
filed 21 appealsto theHigh Courtof Justiceon behalfof 26 detaineeswho sufferedtorture
duringtheirinterrogationEachappealdetailedthemethodsof tortureusedagainsttheappellants
andrequestedissuanceof anordernisirequiringthestatetoexplainwhyit usestheseinterrogation
methods.In addition, theappealshaverequestedtheHighCourtto issueaninterim injunction
which prohibits continuationof thesemethodsuntil the caseis heard.

Onlyin thefirst twoof the21 appealsdidtheHighCourtgrantHaMoked'srequest.On 14.3.96
JusticeGabrielBachissuedaninteriminjunctionandanordernisi for fourdaysin HCJ1998/96
AdnanAbu TabahehandHaMoked:Centerfor theDefenseof the Individual v. theGeneral
SecurityService.

On 19.3.96 JusticeGabrielBachissuedaninterim injunctionandanordernisi for 5 daysin
HCJ 2104/96 Ahmadal-0awasmehandHaMoked:Centerfor theDefenseof the Individual
v. theGeneralSecurityService.

In theremainderof theappeals,noorderswereissued;rathertheappealswerescheduledfor
a hearingandsentfor theState'sreply.

In thirteenof theappealsin whichtheCourtdid not issueordersin chambers,theStateagreed
to the issuanceof interim injunctionsandordersnisi for 10 or 12 days. The Court issued
theordersin accordancewith theState'sagreement. The timebetweenfiling anappealand
agreeingto ordersrangedbetweenoneto sevendays(4.75 dayson average),during which
time the authoritiescould continueto torturethedetainees.

In four appeals,theStateannouncedthatit wouldnotusethemethodsdescribedin theappeal
againsttheappellants. Thisannouncementcamebetweenoneto six daysafter theappealwas
filed (an averageof 4 days). Threeof theseappealswerewithdrawn following the State's

announcement,and in oneappeal,postponementof thediscussionwasagreedto.

Oneappealwascancelledafter theappellantwasreleasedon thedayon which it wasfiled.

Oneappealwasrejectedby thecourt: HCJ2837/96 MuhamadMujahedet al v. theGeneral
SecurityService. An analysisof this casefollows.

To date, in noneof theappealsin whichordersnisi werefiled hastheStatefiled a response,
with the exceptionof oneappeal- HCJ 2104/96 AhmadQawasmehandHaMoked: Center
for theDefenseof the Individual v. theGeneralSecurityService. In this appeal,an order
nisi wasgrantedby theJusticeBackon 19.3.96 giving 5 daysfor a response.Onagreement
of attorneyRosenthal,thedatewasextendedby anadditionalweek. TheStatedid not meet
this deadline,and the responsewaswritten only on May 2.

In termsof content, this responsedoesnot differ from the responsegiven in HCJ 2837/96,
which is describedbelow.



Example:Torture Appeal: HCJ 2837/96 MuhamadMujahedet al v. GSS(unpublished)

In this appeal,HaMokedturnedto theHigh Courton behalfof threePalestinianswhowere
detainedin the SharonDetentionCenter. On 18.4.96, attorneyThabetBeidusivisited the
threedetaineesonbehalfof HaMokedandtookstatementsin which theytestify to thetorture
theyunderwent. MuhamadMujahedtestified:

I wasdetained11.4.96, at 1:30 a.m. fiom myhousein Hebron. I wastakentoal-'Amara

in Hebronand thenext day I wastakento theSharondetentioncenter.

On 14.4.96, my interrogatorsforcedmeto sit for a longperiodof time - until 17.4.96
(at aroundsevenin theevening)in anextremelypainfulpositioncalledshabeh,where
I sit on a low stoolwhosebackpressesinto my spine, andmy handstightly cuffed
behindmy back, a sackon my headandloud musicplaying all the time.

The handcuffsare so tight that they causeswelling in my hands. In addition, my
interrogatorspreventedmefrom sleepingtheentiretime, 4 daysandnights. Asaresult
I now suffer from excruciatingheadpains.

My interrogatorsthreatenmethat if I don't confessto the actstheyattribute to me,
they'll shakemeandmakemewishI weredead,mentioningthecaseof 'Abd a-Samed
Harizatwho wasinterrogatedin theHebronprisonanddied after shaking.

My interrogators,someof whomanswerto thenicknamesNetzer, SadeqandJaimie,
remindedme that the deathof Harizatwasan accidentas far as they're concerned,
andthat in my case,theywont let medie; insteadI'll almostdie...

In addition, my interrogatorspromisedmethattheywould leavemecrippledandthey
threatenedtodemolishmyfamily'shouseandtodeportmy family. Alsomyinterrogators
degrademe, insultmyhonor, thehonorof mymotherandmysisters...(sonof awhore,
your sistersarewhores,etc.)...

AshrafAbuMarkiyeh reportedon similar interrogationmethods- shabeha filthy sackon his
head,handcuffsso tight theycausedswellingandsleepdeprivation:

myinterrogators,headedbyCaptainNetzer,threatenedmethatif l don't confessthey'll

use"military interrogation"astheycall it, which will be muchmore cruel than the
measuresalreadyusedagainstme. Theyalsopromisedthat if I don't confessthey'll

let me out in a coffin or asa cripple, while mentioningthe caseof 'Abd a-Samed
Harizat...

The interrogation of Eyad Mujahed was conducted in a similar manner. For about 34 hours
he was left in shabeh. He adds:

I suffer from asthma, and from breathing difficulties. As a result of the harsh interrogation
conditions as well as the tiny cell in which I was kept for about a day, two days ago
I vomited blood, and all my demands to summon a medic were not successful...
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Eyal MujahedwasdetainedApril 3 andan orderwasissuedfor incommunicadodetention
until April 15. OnApril 14, aspartof thediscussionof theappealfiled by HaMokedagainst
this order (HCJ 2620/96), theStateagreedto a visit.

OnApril 21, HaMokedfiled High Courtappeal2837/96, throughattorneyAndreRosenthal
to stopthe tortureof the threedetainees.theHigh Courtdid not issuean interim injunction
or an order nisi. Insteadthediscussionof theappealwassetfor April 25. In anticipation
of thediscussion,the StateAttorney issueda responseto theallegationsin the appeal.

In its response,theStateclaimedthatEyadMujahedcomplainedaboutvomiting blood only
an April 17, andthat hewasimmediatelytreated. Likewise, it statedthat his interrogation
hadendedand thereforehis appealwasno longerrelevant.

In addition, theStaterespondedto additionalclaimsof MuhamadMujahedandAshraf Abu
Markiyeh:

Regardingsleepdeprivation,it wasclaimedthattheappellantspossessvital information,
andthereforeintensiveinterrogation,which doesnot allow a breakof six continuous
hours for sleepevery day, is essential. TheState'sAttorney claimedthat "on most
daysof interrogation,appellantswereallowedto sleepsix hoursandan certaindays
evenlonger." This doesnotdenytheassertionof theappellantsthat theyweredenied
sleepfor a numberof daysin a row at a certainpoint in their interrogation.

Regardingholding theappellantsin a sittingposition, with their handscuffedbehind
their backs, they claimedthat the this measureis takento ensurethe securityof the
interrogationfacility andtheinterrogators,andin ordertopreventthemfrom attacking
their interrogators. The Statedid claim that "wheneverpossible, the handcuffsare
removed,aswasthecasewith mostof theperiodof detention." This doesnot dispute
thathandsaretied for prolongedperiodsof time, evenif thecumulativetotal did not
amountto themajority of theperiodof detention.Theresponsedid notgiveits version
of the time periodsin which appellantswere tied up in this manner. The response
did not addressthechoirsin which theappellantswereseatedor their backs.

Regardingtighteningthehandcuffssoasto causeswelling, theStateclaimedthat "the
handcuffsareusedin a completelynormalmanner."

Regardingcoveringthehead,theStateclaimedthat "this measureis takenonly when
thereis a fear that theappellantswill identify other interrogees. Suchidentification
coulddamagetheinterrogationandcauseothersecuritydamage. However, this was
not thecaseduringmostdaysof thedetention,andin anycase,mostof thedetention
period, theappellantseyeswerenot covered." Again thereis noexactversionof the
periodsof time in which theappellantseyeswerecovered. However, theexpression,
"this wasnot the caseduring mostdaysof the detention," could be interpretedto
acknowledgethat this practicewasusedfor severaldays. That theStatesticksto its
assertionthatthesemeasureswerenottaken"most"of thedetentionperiodisworrisome
if werecallthatwhenthisresponsewaswritten, theappellantshadalreadybeendetained
for 12days. Solongastheappellantsweretiedupfor aperiodlessthansixuninterrupted
days, this doesnot constitute"most" of their detention.



* Regardingloud music, theStatecontinueswith thesameline of reasoningandstates
that "for mostof their detention... no musicwasplayed." The point of themusic,
accordingto theState,wasto preventthe interrogeefrom talking with his neighbor,
and"wasplayednotjust to theappellantsbut to everyonein theinterrogationfacility,
interrogatorsandinterrogeesalike." Theresponsedoesnotexplainhow interrogators
communicatewith eachotherandwith theinterrogeewhilebeingsubjectedto thismusic.

Accordingto theState,theintensiveinterrogationof theappellantsis requiredbasedonclassified
informationwhich reveals"that theappellantshold informationwhoseimmediateattainment
will assistin thepreventionof future attacksin Israel." The Statewasreadyto presentthe
informationconcerningthesesuspicionsandtheinterrogationto theCourtwithouttherespondent
beingpresent.

The discussionof the appealtook placeon 2j.4.96 beforeJusticesBared, S. Levine and
Strassberg-Cohen.In their decision, in which they rejecttheappeal,theJusticesstate:

We haveheardfrom theappellants'attorney,andstudiedtheappeal. We havealso
heardfrom therespondent'sattorneyandstudiedthewrittenresponse.With theconsent
of theappellants,wehaveheardin closedchambersthecompleteanddetailedexplanations
from theGSSinterrogatorsregardingthecircumstances,backgroundandpurposeof
theinterrogation. Wearesatisfiedthatunderthecurrentcircumstances- partof which
weareunableto revealdueto theirclassification- thereis nobasisfor our intervention.

Wehavenotedtheannouncementof Mr. Nitzanthattheappellantsarein constantcontact
with their attorneysandthat theyarenot detainedincommunicado.

Detentionconditions

Bothduringinterrogationandafterward,detentionconditionsof Palestiniandetaineesareharsh
andshameful. The repeatedproblemsincludeextremeovercrowding,preventionof showers
for two weeksat a time, lack of exerciseandlack of a changeof clothes.

The issueof lack of clothesassumesgreatersignificancein light of the fact that thewaveof
detentionsin the occupiedterritories sinceFebruary2 were surprisedetentions,conducted
at night. In manyinstances,attorneysvisiting detaineesdiscoveredthat the detaineeswere
takenin their pajamasor underclothesandnothingmore. Somedid not haveshoes. In spite
of theregulationrequiringprovisionof clothesto inmates,detaineesin theMeggidodetention
facility werenot givenclothesor shoes- thiswasdiscoveredby attorneyHazanAbu Ahmad
from Nazarethin his visit of March 10.

A requestfor "immediateprovisionof clothes,includingshoes,toall inmatesin IDF facilities,
asrequiredby regulation," wassentto theMilitary Attorneyon 11.3.96 by attorneyTamar
Pelleg-Sryck.

On the same day, an advice officer sent a response on behalf of the Assistant Military Judge
Advocate General for International Law at the Military JAG's Office according to which "your

letter has been sent for evaluation to the Assistant Police Chief. If the claim proves to be accurate,
the responsible parties will of course act to redress the wrongdoing."
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