
F. Theft

When the IDF Wants, the Investigationis Quick andProfessional
TheTheft of JewelryandGold Coinsfrom SuadIssa

Summary
On August 11, 1991, around21:00, soldiersenteredSuadIssa'shousein AI-Khader village,
in BethlehemDistrict. Theycameto arresther son,Khaled,andconducteda thoroughsearch
of thepremises.After theyleft, Issadiscoveredthattheblueplasticbox containingherjewelry
andgold coins,normally in the verandah,wason the floor - empty. Thejewelry wasgone.

From complaint to investigation
* The next day, on August 12, 1991, Issafiled a complaintwith the police.
* OnAugust 14, 1991, Issacomplainedto HaMoked.ThatdayHaMokedattorneyRosenthal
askedCCAG Politis to investigate.
* On September1l, 1991 Politis transferredthecomplaint to theMPI.
* OnOctober7, 1991 threesoldiersfrom theunit thatconductedthesearchwerequestioned:
2nd Lt. HannanAzoulay, Staff SergeantArie[ Asbag and Staff SergeantMeidad Vaknin.
Fromtheir testimoniesit wasclear thatVaknin conductedthe searchin theverandah.When
Vaknin was askedby the IMP investigatorabout a blue jewelry box, he deniedseeingit
during the search.At this point hewasbeingquestionedasawitnessandnot asa suspect.
* OnOctober8, 1991 aMPI investigatoraskedHaMokedto find out if Issawould bewilling
to bequestionedwith a polygraph.Sheagreed.
* On December24, 1991 Issaarrived for a polygraph test, but since shehad openheart
surgeryin thepast, the testwascanceled.
* As a result of comparingtestimonies- that of Issa,who saidthat her jewelry box was in
the verandah,andthoseof the soldiersthat it wasVaknin who conductedthe searchthere-
theMPI investigatorsreachedthe conclusionthat themain suspectin the theft wasVaknin.
On December2, 1991 Vaknin wasquestionedagain, this time asa suspect,underwarning.
Heagaindeniedstealingthejewelry.
* Issawasquestionedagainon the sameday, andsherepeatedher version.
* At somepoint (dateunknown), Vakninwasquestionedwith apolygraphmachine,andthe
resultsshowedthat hewas lying.
* As a resulthewasquestionedagain- underwarning- onDecember4, 1991. This time he
confessedto the theft. Afterwards the hiding place of the jewels was discovered,and the
jewelry wasrecovered.
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Theinvestigationwassuccessful,threeandahalf monthsafterthe initial complaintwasfiled.
This is a very shorttime comparedto othercases.

The charge sheet and conviction
* On December23, 1991 CCAG Politis informed HaMoked that he ordered the Chief
Military Prosecutorto submita chargesheetagainstthe soldier.
* On January22, 1992 the Central District Military Court convictedVaknin of theft and
inappropriatebehavior.Hewassentencedto six monthsin prison; two andhalf to beserved,
andtheremaindersuspendedfor two years.Hewasalsodemotedin rank from Staff Sergeant
to Private.
Fromtheendof the investigationthroughVaknin's conviction, only six weekspassed- also
a very shorttime.

Conclusion: The MPI knows how to investigate professionally when it wants to
Thedescriptionaboveof the investigationprocedures,filing of charges,trial andconviction
reveala correct, rational, andgoal-orientedprocess.In otherwords, the casewasdealtwith
professionally.Whenaninvestigationis handledthis way, ratherthanout of adesireto cover
up someone'scriminal acts,thentheprocessis rapid andefficient. It only took five months
from complaintto sentencing.
Theconclusionis thatwhentheMPI is motivatedto investigate,it canlocatetheunit whose
soldierswere involved in an incident that wasthe subjectof a complaint. Afterwards, once
the investigationis doneproperly, thereis no particulardifficulty locating the suspect(s).
Comparingthetreatmentof this casewith others,someof which arementionedin this report,
is not encouraging.The contrastshedslight on the true role played by the MPI in other
investigations.The treatmentof this complaint of the theft of Issa'sjewelry in particular,
strengthensthe suspicionthat in the other investigations- relatedto killing, wounding, and
abusingcivilians - therole of theMPI wasto preventthetruth from beingrevealed.TheMPI
in thosecasesdelayed, and covered up, and investigatorsdid not bother to addressthe
conclusionsor contradictionsfrom within the testimoniesof witnessesor suspectsin orderto
reachthe truth. This caseprovesthat theMPI doesnot lack professionalism,but ratherthe
motivation to carry out proper investigations.




