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Preamble

The High Contracting Parties ,

Proclaiming their earnest wish to see peace prawadng peoples,

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conityrmith the Charter of the United
Nations, to refrain in its international relatidinem the threat or use of force against
the sovereignty, territorial integrity or politicedldependence of any State, or in any
other manner inconsistent with the purposes ofJhiged Nations.

Believing it necessary nevertheless to reaffirm éexklop the provisions protecting
the victims of armed conflicts and to supplemenasoees intended to reinforce their
application,

Expressing their conviction that nothing in thi®frcol or in the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949 can be construed as legitimipinguthorizing any act of
aggression or any other use of force inconsistéittive Charter of the United
Nations,

Reaffirming further that the provisions of the Gem€onventions of 12 August 1949
and of this Protocol must be fully applied in atcamstances to all persons who are
protected by those instruments, without any adveisection based on the nature or
origin of the armed conflict or on the causes espdiby or attributed to the Parties to
the conflicts,

Have agreed on the following:

Part |

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1.-General principles and scope of applaat

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to retsped to ensure respect for this
Protocol in all circumstances.

2. In cases not covered by this Protocol or byatiternational agreements, civilians
and combatants remain under the protection andatyttof the principles of
international law derived from established custtwom the principles of humanity
and from the dictates of public conscience.



3. This Protocol, which supplements the Geneva €otiens of 12 August 1949 for
the protection of war victims, shall apply in theiations referred to in Article 2
common to those Conventions.

4. The situations referred to in the preceding graah include armed conflicts in
which peoples are fighting against colonial domoratnd alien occupation and
against racist regimes in the exercise of thehtraj self-determination, as enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations and the Detlan on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operaiorong States in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 2.-Definitions

For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) "First Convention”, "Second Convention”, "fichConvention" and "Fourth
Convention" mean, respectively, the Geneva Conweeritir the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Foreethe Field of 12 August 1949;
the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of then@ition of Wounded, Sick and
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea of 1Jua1949; the Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisonérdé/ar of 12 August 1949; the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection oflaiv Persons in Time of War of
12 August 1949; "the Conventions" means the fouregga Conventions of 12 August
1949 for the protection of war victims;

(b) "Rules of international law applicable in @&dnconflict” means the rules
applicable in armed conflict set forth in interoat@l agreements to which the Parties
to the conflict are Parties and the generally recagl principles and rules of
international law which are applicable to armedfloin

(¢) "Protecting Power" means a neutral or othhateéhot a Party to the conflict
which has been designated by a Party to the coafiid accepted by the adverse
Party and has agreed to carry out the functiongreess to a Protecting Power under
the Conventions and this Protocol;

(d) "Substitute” means an organization actinglacte of a Protecting Power in
accordance with Article 5.

Article 3.-Beginning and end of application
Without prejudice to the provisions which are apgltle at all times:

(a) The Conventions and this Protocol shall afyalgn the beginning of any
situation referred to in Article 1 of this Protorol

(b) The application of the Conventions and of fArotocol shall cease, in the
territory of Parties to the conflict, on the gen@tase of military operations and, in
the case of occupied territories, on the termimatibthe occupation, except, in either
circumstance, for those persons whose final reJeapatriation or re-establishment
takes place thereafter. These persons shall centmmbenefit from the relevant



provisions of the Conventions and of this Protagadil their final release, repatriation
or re-establishment.

Article 4.-Legal status of the Parties to the canfl

The application of the Conventions and of this &ot, as well as the conclusion of
the agreements provided for therein, shall notcatfee legal status of the Parties to
the conflict. Neither the occupation of a territowyr the application of the

Conventions and this Protocol shall affect the lisgatus of the territory in question.

Article 5.-Appointment of Protecting Powers andlodir substitute

1. It is the duty of the Parties to a conflict froine beginning of that conflict to secure
the supervision and implementation of the Convestiand of this Protocol by the
application of the system of Protecting Powerduigiog inter alia the designation
and acceptance of those Powers, in accordanceheittollowing paragraphs.
Protecting Powers shall have the duty of safegugrthie interests of the Parties to
the conflict.

2. From the beginning of a situation referred téiticle 1, each Party to the conflict
shall without delay designate a Protecting Powetltfe purpose of applying the
Conventions and this Protocol and shall, likewistn@ut delay and for the same
purpose, permit the activities of a Protecting Powleich has been accepted by it as
such after designation by the adverse Party.

3. If a Protecting Power has not been designated¢apted from the beginning of a
situation referred to in Article 1, the InternatdiCommittee of the Red Cross,
without prejudice to the right of any other impakrtiumanitarian organization to do
likewise, shall offer its good offices to the Pastio the conflict with a view to the
designation without delay of a Protecting Powewkach the Parties to the conflict
consent. For that purpose it may, inter alia ,esth Party to provide it with a list of
at least five States which that Party considergptedle to act as Protecting Power on
its behalf in relation to an adverse Party, andeasith adverse Party to provide a list
of at least five States which it would accept &sPRinotecting Power of the first Party;
these lists shall be communicated to the Commntien two weeks after the receipt
of the request; it shall compare them and seekdheement of any proposed State
named on both lists.

4. If, despite the foregoing, there is no Protectower, the Parties to the conflict
shall accept without delay an offer which may belenby the International
Committee of the Red Cross or by any other orgaéioizavhich offers all guarantees
of impartiality and efficacy, after due consultaisowith the said Parties and taking
into account the result of these consultationsctaas a substitute. The functioning of
such a substitute is subject to the consent oPtrées to the conflict; every effort
shall be made by the Parties to the conflict tdifate the operations of the substitute
in the performance of its tasks under the Convestand this Protocol.

5. In accordance with Article 4, the designatiod anceptance of Protecting Powers
for the purpose of applying the Conventions ans EBrbtocol shall not affect the legal
status of the Parties to the conflict or of anyitery, including occupied territory.



6. The maintenance of diplomatic relations betwearties to the conflict or the
entrusting of the protection of a Party's interests those of its nationals to a third
State in accordance with the rules of internatidealrelating to diplomatic relations
is no obstacle to the designation of Protecting éevior the purpose of applying the
Conventions and this Protocol.

7. Any subsequent mention in this Protocol of aé€tuting Power includes also a
substitute.

Article 6.-Qualified persons

1. The High Contracting Parties shall, also in péate, endeavour, with the
assistance of the national Red Cross (Red CredgedtLion and Sun) Societies, to
train qualified personnel to facilitate the applica of the Conventions and of this
Protocol, and in particular the activities of thetecting Powers.

2. The recruitment and training of such personrelathin domestic jurisdiction.

3. The International Committee of the Red Crosd sloéd at the disposal of the High
Contracting Parties the lists of persons so trawmeigh the High Contracting Parties
may have established and may have transmittedao tihat purpose.

4. The conditions governing the employment of gouetsonnel outside the national
territory shall, in each case, be the subject et&p agreements between the Parties
concerned.

Article 7.-Meetings

The depositary of this Protocol shall convene atmg®f the High Contracting
Parties, at the request of one or more of theRartdes and upon the approval of the
majority of the said Parties, to consider generablems concerning the application
of the Conventions and of the Protocol.

Part Il

WOUNDED, SICK AND SHIPWRECKED

Section I.-General protection

Article 8.-Terminology

For the purposes of this Protocol:

(a) "Wounded" and "sick" mean persons, whethditary or civilian, who, because
of trauma, disease or other physical or mentalrdesoor disability, are in need of
medical assistance or care and who refrain fromaahpf hostility. These terms also
cover maternity cases, new-born babies and othhsopg who may be in need of

immediate medical assistance or care, such asfihm ior expectant mothers, and
who refrain from any act of hostility;



(b) "Shipwrecked" means persons, whether militargivilian, who are in peril at
sea or in other waters as a result of misfortufecthg them or the vessel or aircraft
carrying them and who refrain from any act of HagtiThese persons, provided that
they continue to refrain from any act of hostilishall continue to be considered
shipwrecked during their rescue until they acqaimether status under the
Conventions or this Protocol;

( ¢) "Medical personnel" means those persons @edidy a Party to the conflict,
exclusively to the medical purposes enumeratednsu®paragraph ( e ) or to the
administration of medical units or to the operatwradministration of medical
transports. Such assignments may be either perrnansamporary. The term
includes:

(i) Medical personnel of a Party to the conflichether military or civilian, including
those described in the First and Second Conventamsthose assigned to civil
defence organizations;

(i) Medical personnel of national Red Cross (RedCent, Red Lion and Sun)
Societies and other national voluntary aid socsetliely recognized and authorized by
a Party to the conflict;

(iif) Medical personnel of medical units or mediti@nsports described in Article 9,
paragraph 2;

(d) "Religious personnel” means military or dasil persons, such as chaplains, who
are exclusively engaged in the work of their mnyistnd attached:

(i) To the armed forces of a Party to the conflict;

(i) To medical units or medical transports of ati?#o the conflict;

(iif) To medical units or medical transports delked in Article 9, paragraph 2; or
(iv) To civil defence organizations of a Party e conflict.

The attachment of religious personnel may be epeemanent or temporary, and the
relevant provisions mentioned under sub-paragraphapply to them;

(e) "Medical units" means establishments andrathés, whether military or
civilian, organized for medical purposes, nameby$karch for, collection,
transportation, diagnosis or treatment-includimgtfaid treatment-of the wounded,
sick and shipwrecked, or for the prevention of dé&se The term includes, for
example, hospitals and other similar units, blaadgfusion centres, preventive
medicine centres and institutes, medical depotdl@diedical and pharmaceutical
stores of such units. Medical units may be fixethobile, permanent or temporary;

(f) "Medical transportation” means the conveyabgéand, water or air of the
wounded, sick, shipwrecked, medical personnelials personnel, medical
equipment or medical supplies protected by the €otions and by this Protocaol,



(g) "Medical transports" means any means of prartation. whether military or
civilian, permanent or temporary, assigned excklgito medical transportation and
under the control of a competent authority of ayP@rthe conflict;

(h) "Medical vehicles" means any medical trantspby land,;
(1) "Medical ships and craft" means any medicahsports by water;

() "Medical aircraft" means any medical trandpdyy air;

(k) "Permanent medical personnel”, "permanerdica¢ units” and "permanent
medical transports” mean those assigned exclusigatyedical purposes for an
indeterminate period. "Temporary medical personriieggimporary medical units" and
"temporary medical transports" mean those devatellisively to medical purposes
for limited periods during the whole of such pesotnless otherwise specified, the
terms "medical personnel”, "medical units" and "maldtransports" cover both
permanent and temporary categories;

(1) "Distinctive emblem" means the distinctive lelem of the red cross, red crescent
or red lion and sun on a white ground when usedh®iprotection of medical units
and transports, or medical and religious persomtglipment or supplies;

( m) "Distinctive signal" means any signal or naggsspecified for the identification
exclusively of medical units or transports in Clesptl of Annex | to this Protocol.

Article 9.-Field of application

1. This Part, the provisions of which are intenttedmeliorate the condition of the
wounded, sick and shipwrecked, shall apply toralke affected by a situation
referred to in Article 1, without any adverse distion founded on race, colour, sex,
language, religion or belief, political or otherimipn, national or social origin,
wealth, birth or other status, or on any other sinuriteria.

2. The relevant provisions of Articles 27 and 32ha&f First Convention shall apply to
permanent medical units and transports (other tio@pital ships, to which Article 25
of the Second Convention applies) and their persiomade available to a Party to the
conflict for humanitarian purposes:

(a) By a neutral or other State which is not eyP@a that conflict;

(b) By a recognized and authorized aid societsush a State;

( ¢ ) By an impatrtial international humanitariagamnization.

Article 10.-Protection and care

1. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, to whiadreParty they belong, shall be
respected and protected.



2. In all circumstances they shall be treated hwalyaand shall receive, to the fullest
extent practicable and with the least possibleydé¢tee medical care and attention
required by their condition. There shall be noiddton among them founded on any
grounds other than medical ones.

Article 11.-Protection of persons

1. The physical or mental health and integrity efsons who are in the power of the
adverse Party or who are interned, detained orwibe deprived of liberty as a result
of a situation referred to in Article 1 shall n@ éndangered by any unjustified act or
omission. Accordingly, it is prohibited to subjelese persons described in this Article
to any medical procedure which is not indicatedHzystate of health of the person
concerned and which is not consistent with geneeadtepted medical standards
which would be applied under similar medical ciratamces to persons who are
nationals of the Party conducting the procedurevamal are in no way deprived of
liberty.

2. Itis, in particular, prohibited to carry out sach persons, even with their consent:
(a) Physical mutilations;

(b)) Medical or scientific experiments;

( ¢ ) Removal of tissue or organs for transplaotgti

except where these acts are justified in conformitiz the conditions provided for in
paragraph 1.

3. Exceptions to the prohibition in paragraph 2) ()way be made only in the case of
donations of blood for transfusion or of skin feafging, provided that they are given
voluntarily and without any coercion or inducemertd then only for therapeutic
purposes, under conditions consistent with geneaaltepted medical standards and
controls designed for the benefit of both the daamad the recipient.

4. Any wilful act or omission which seriously endgns the physical or mental health
or integrity of any person who is in the power d?aty other than the one on which
he depends and which either violates any of thaipitions in paragraphs 1 and 2 or
fails to comply with the requirements of paragr&pthall be a grave breach of this
Protocol.

5. The persons described in paragraph 1 havegheta refuse any surgical
operation. In case of refusal, medical personnal sindeavour to obtain a written
statement to that effect, signed or acknowledgetheéyatient.

6. Each Party to the conflict shall keep a medieebrd for every donation of blood
for transfusion or skin for grafting by personsereéd to in paragraph 1, if that

donation is made under the responsibility of thety In addition, each Party to the
conflict shall endeavour to keep a record of altlioal procedures undertaken with
respect to any person who is interned, detainedh@rwise deprived of liberty as a



result of a situation referred to in Article 1. Bleerecords shall be available at all
times for inspection by the Protecting Power.

Article 12.-Protection of medical units

1. Medical units shall be respected and protedtadl Emes and shall not be the
object of attack.

2. Paragraph 1 shall apply to civilian medical sinirovided that they:
(a) Belong to one of the Parties to the conflict;

(b)) Are recognized and authorized by the competetihority of one of the Parties to
the conflict; or

(¢ ) Are authorized in conformity with Article paragraph 2, of this Protocol or
Article 27 of the First Convention.

3. The Parties to the conflict are invited to nogach other of the location of their
fixed medical units. The absence of such notifawashall not exempt any of the
Parties from the obligation to comply with the psyens of paragraph 1.

4. Under no circumstances shall medical units leel us an attempt to shield military
objectives from attack. Whenever possible, thei®@ato the conflict shall ensure that
medical units are so sited that attacks againstamyilobjectives do not imperil their
safety.

Article 13.-Discontinuance of protection of civilianedical units

1. The protection to which civilian medical unite &ntitled shall not cease unless
they are used to commit, outside their humanitauaction, acts harmful to the
enemy. Protection may, however, cease only aftearaing has been given setting,
whenever appropriate, a reasonable time-limit, &ftet such warning has remained
unheeded.

2. The following shall not be considered as actsnfial to the enemy;

(a) That the personnel of the unit are equippid hght individual weapons for
their own defence or for that of the wounded awc#l 81 their charge;

(b)) That the unit is guarded by a picket or biytses or by an escort;

(¢) That small arms and ammunition taken fromwioeinded and sick, and not yet
handed to the proper service, are found in thesunit

(d) That members of the armed forces or otherbaiants are in the unit for medical
reasons.

Article 14.-Limitations on requisition of civiliamedical units



1. The Occupying Power has the duty to ensurettieatnedical needs of the civilian
population in occupied territory continue to baesfad.

2. The Occupying Power shall not, therefore, ragjarscivilian medical units, their
equipment, their matériel or the services of thersonnel, so long as these resources
are necessary for the provision of adequate mesderalces for the civilian

population and for the continuing medical carerf wounded and sick already

under treatment.

3. Provided that the general rule in paragraphricoes to be observed, the
Occupying Power may requisition the said resoursgsject to the following
particular conditions:

(a) That the resources are necessary for thauatkiegnd immediate medical
treatment of the wounded and sick members of timedforces of the Occupying
Power or of prisoners of war;

( b) That the requisition continues only while lsunecessity exists; and

( ¢ ) That immediate arrangements are made to ertisat the medical needs of the
civilian population, as well as those of any wouhded sick under treatment who are
affected by the requisition, continue to be satkfi

Article 15.-Protection of civilian medical and glbus personnel
1. Civilian medical personnel shall be respectati @otected.

2. If needed, all available help shall be affortiedivilian medical personnel in an
area where civilian medical services are disrupteceason of combat activity.

3. The Occupying Power shall afford civilian medijgarsonnel in occupied
territories every assistance to enable them teparfto the best of their ability, their
humanitarian functions. The Occupying Power mayraquire that, in the
performance of those functions, such personnel gha priority to the treatment of
any person except on medical grounds. They shalbb@aompelled to carry out tasks
which are not compatible with their humanitariarssmn.

4. Civilian medical personnel shall have accesmtpplace where their services are
essential, subject to such supervisory and safepsnres as the relevant Party to the
conflict may deem necessary.

5. Civilian religious personnel shall be respecad protected. The provisions of the
Conventions and of this Protocol concerning thegqmtion and identification of
medical personnel shall apply equally to such pesso

Article 16.-General protection of medical duties
1. Under no circumstances shall any person be pedifor carrying out medical

activities compatible with medical ethics, regasdlef the person benefiting
therefrom.



2. Persons engaged in medical activities shalbeatompelled to perform acts or to
carry out work contrary to the rules of medicaliettor to other medical rules
designed for the benefit of the wounded and sidio dhe provisions of the
Conventions or of this Protocol, or to refrain frgerforming acts or from carrying
out work required by those rules and provisions.

3. No person engaged in medical activities shatidmapelled to give to anyone
belonging either to an adverse Party, or to his Barty except as required by the law
of the latter Party, any information concerning Wwaunded and sick who are, or who
have been, under his care, if such information @oil his opinion, prove harmful to
the patients concerned or to their families. Reiguia for the compulsory notification
of communicable diseases shall, however, be respect

Article 17.-Role of the civilian population and &fl societies

1. The civilian population shall respect the wouwhdsck and shipwrecked, even if
they belong to the adverse Party, and shall comméct of violence against them.
The civilian population and aid societies, suclmaisonal Red Cross (Red Crescent,
Red Lion and Sun) Societies, shall be permittednean their own initiative, to
collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipkedceven in invaded or occupied
areas. No one shall be harmed, prosecuted, codwctpunished for such
humanitarian acts.

2. The Parties to the conflict may appeal to thdian population and the aid
societies referred to in paragraph 1 to collectearé for the wounded, sick and
shipwrecked, and to search for the dead and répairtlocation; they shall grant both
protection and the necessary facilities to those mspond to this appeal. If the
adverse Party gains or regains control of the dine& Party also shall afford the same
protection and facilities for so long as they ageded.

Article 18.-ldentification

1. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour teued that medical and religious
personnel and medical units and transports ardifdde.

2. Each Party to the conflict shall also endeavow@wdopt and to implement methods
and procedures which will make it possible to retog medical units and transports
which use the distinctive emblem and distinctivgnals.

3. In occupied territory and in areas where fighismtaking place or is likely to take
place, civilian medical personnel and civilian geus personnel should be
recognizable by the distinctive emblem and an itkenard certifying their status.

4. With the consent of the competent authority, iceddinits and transports shall be
marked by the distinctive emblem. The ships anft ceéerred to in Article 22 of this
Protocol shall be marked in accordance with theiprons of the Second Convention.

5. In addition to the distinctive emblem, a Paayhe conflict may, as provided in
Chapter IIl of Annex I to this Protocol, authorite use of distinctive signals to



identify medical units and transports. Exceptionath the special cases covered in
that Chapter, medical transports may use distiadignals without displaying the
distinctive emblem.

6. The application of the provisions of paragraplte 5 of this Article is governed by
Chapters | to Il of Annex I to this Protocol. Sajs designated in Chapter Il of the
Annex for the exclusive use of medical units amathsports shall not, except as
provided therein, be used for any purpose other thadentify the medical units and
transports specified in that Chapter.

7. This Article does not authorize any wider uséhefdistinctive emblem in
peacetime than is prescribed in Article 44 of tiratfConvention.

8. The provisions of the Conventions and of thistégol relating to supervision of
the use of the distinctive emblem and to the pregrrand repression of any misuse
thereof shall be applicable to distinctive signals

Article 19.-Neutral and other States not Partieth&oconflict

Neutral and other States not Parties to the carsffiall apply the relevant provisions
of this Protocol to persons protected by this Réuwd may be received or interned
within their territory, and to any dead of the Regtto that conflict whom they may
find.

Article 20.-Prohibition of reprisals

Reprisals against the persons and objects protegtéuds Part are prohibited.
Section Il.-Medical transportation

Article 21.-Medical vehicles

Medical vehicles shall be respected and protecte¢kda same way as mobile medical
units under the Conventions and this Protocol.

Article 22.-Hospitals ships and coastal rescuet craf

1. The provisions of the Conventions relating to:

(a) Vessels described in Articles 22, 24, 25 2nhaf the Second Convention,
(b) Their lifeboats and small craft,

(¢ ) Their personnel and crews; and

(d) The wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board,

shall also apply where these vessels carry civilannded, sick and shipwrecked

who do not belong to any of the categories mentdanérticle 13 of the Second
Convention. Such civilians shall not, however, blkjsct to surrender to any Party



which is not their own, or to capture at sea. #étfind themselves in the power of a
Party to the conflict other than their own theylsha covered by the Fourth
Convention and by this Protocol.

2. The protection provided by the Conventions teseés described in Article 25 of
the Second Convention shall extend to hospitalssimade available for humanitarian
purposes to a Party to the conflict:

(a) By a neutral or other State which is not eyP@ that conflict; or
(b ) By an impartial international humanitariagamnization,

provided that, in either case, the requirementsgein that Article are complied
with.

3. Small craft described in Article 27 of the Se¢@onvention shall be protected

even if the notification envisaged by that Artiblas not been made. The Parties to the
conflict are, nevertheless, invited to inform eather of any details of such craft
which will facilitate their identification and regaition.

Article 23.-Other medical ships and craft

1. Medical ships and craft other than those refetoan Article 22 of this Protocol
and Article 38 of the Second Convention shall, \Wweett sea or in other waters, be
respected and protected in the same way as mobiécal units under the
Conventions and this Protocol. Since this protectian only be effective if they can
be identified and recognized as medical ships a&it,csuch vessels should be marked
with the distinctive emblem and as far as possiblaply with the second paragraph
of Article 43 of the Second Convention.

2. The ships and craft referred to in paragraphall semain subject to the laws of
war. Any warship on the surface able immediatelgritorce its command may order
them to stop, order them off, or make them takertam course, and they shall obey
every such command. Such ships and craft may restyrother way be diverted from
their medical mission so long as they are needethéowounded, sick and
shipwrecked on board.

3. The protection provided in paragraph 1 shalseemnly under the conditions set out
in Articles 34 and 35 of the Second Conventionléacrefusal to obey a command
given in accordance with paragraph 2 shall be aharenful to the enemy under
Article 34 of the Second Convention.

4. A Party to the conflict may notify any adversetl as far in advance of sailing as
possible of the name, description, expected tingading, course and estimated
speed of the medical ship or craft, particularlyhia case of ships of over 2,000 gross
tons, and may provide any other information whiauld facilitate identification and
recognition. The adverse Party shall acknowledgeipé of such information.

5. The provisions of Article 37 of the Second Camti@n shall apply to medical and
religious personnel in such ships and craft.



6. The provisions of the Second Convention shallyafw the wounded, sick and
shipwrecked belonging to the categories referrad #rticle 13 of the Second
Convention and in Article 44 of this Protocol whayrbe on board such medical
ships and craft. Wounded, sick and shipwreckedians who do not belong to any of
the categories mentioned in Article 13 of the SelcGonvention shall not be subject,
at sea, either to surrender to any Party whicloigheir own, or to removal from such
ships or craft; if they find themselves in the powka Party to the conflict other than
their own, they shall be covered by the Fourth @Gortion and by this Protocol.

Article 24.-Protection of medical aircraft
Medical aircraft shall be respected and protetatject to the provisions of this Part.
Article 25.-Medical aircraft in areas not contralley an adverse Party

In and over land areas physically controlled bgridly forces, or in and over sea
areas not physically controlled by an adverse P#rgyrespect and protection of
medical aircraft of a Party to the conflict is mi@pendent on any agreement with an
adverse Party. For greater safety, however, a Rathe conflict operating its
medical aircraft in these areas may notify the eslv@arty, as provided in Article 29,
in particular when such aircraft are making flightsnging them within range of
surface-to-air weapons systems of the adverse.Party

Article 26.-Medical aircraft in contact or similaones

1. In and over those parts of the contact zonelwaie physically controlled by
friendly forces and in and over those areas theaiphi/control of which is not clearly
established, protection for medical aircraft carildy effective only by prior
agreement between the competent military autherdfehe Parties to the conflict, as
provided for in Article 29. Although, in the absenaf such an agreement, medical
aircraft operate at their own risk, they shall néweless be respected after they have
been recognized as such.

2. "Contact zone" means any area on land wherotihvard elements of opposing
forces are in contact with each other, especialign they are exposed to direct fire
from the ground.

Article 27.-Medical aircraft in areas controlled &y adverse Party

1. The medical aircraft of a Party to the confiiball continue to be protected while
flying over land or sea areas physically controligdan adverse Patty, provided that
prior agreement to such flights has been obtaired the competent authority of the
adverse Party.

2. A medical aircraft which flies over an area phgBy controlled by an adverse
Party without, or in deviation from the terms af, agreement provided for in
paragraph 1, either through navigational erroremaoise of an emergency affecting
the safety of the flight, shall make every effaridentify itself and to inform the
adverse Party of the circumstances. As soon asreadital aircraft has been



recognized by the adverse Party, that Party shaltlenall reasonable efforts to give
the order to land or to alight on water, referreéhtArticle 30, paragraph 1, or to take
other measures to safeguard its own interests,iamither case, to allow the aircraft
time for compliance, before resorting to an attagkinst the aircratft.

Article 28.-Restrictions on operations of medidatiaft

1. The Parties to the conflict are prohibited frosmng their medical aircraft to
attempt to acquire any military advantage overdweese Party. The presence of
medical aircraft shall not be used in an attempetaler military objectives immune
from attack.

2. Medical aircraft shall not be used to collectransmit intelligence data and shall
not carry any equipment intended for such purpoBesy are prohibited from
carrying any persons or cargo not included withimdefinition in Article 8,
subparagraph ( f). The carrying on board of theqeal effects of the occupants or
of equipment intended solely to facilitate navigaticommunication or identification
shall not be considered as prohibited.

3. Medical aircraft shall not carry any armamentept small arms and ammunition
taken from the wounded, sick and shipwrecked omdbaad not yet handed to the
proper service, and such light individual weapaaisay be necessary to enable the
medical personnel on board to defend themselveshena@ounded, sick and
shipwrecked in their charge.

4. While carrying out the flights referred to intistes 26 and 27, medical aircraft
shall not, except by prior agreement with the aslwétarty, be used to search for the
wounded, sick and shipwrecked

Article 29.-Notifications and agreements concernmggical aircraft

1. Notifications under Article 25, or requests fwior agreement under Articles 26,

27, 28 (paragraph 4), or 31 shall state the prapasenber of medical aircraft, their
flight plans and means of identification, and shallunderstood to mean that every
flight will be carried out in compliance with Arte 28.

2. A Party which receives a notification given unAeicle 25 shall at once
acknowledge receipt of such notification.

3. A Party which receives a request for prior agreiet under Articles 26, 27, 28
(paragraph 4), or 31 shall, as rapidly as possiaéfy the requesting Party:

(a) That the request is agreed to;

(b) That the request is denied; or

(¢ ) Of reasonable alternative proposals to tqeest. It may also propose a
prohibition or restriction of other flights in tla#ea during the time involved. If the

Party which submitted the request accepts thenaltiee proposals, it shall notify the
other Party of such acceptance.



4. The Parties shall take the necessary measuesstwe that notifications and
agreements can be made rapidly.

5. The Parties shall also take the necessary mesasudisseminate rapidly the
substance of any such notifications and agreenterkbe military units concerned
and shall instruct those units regarding the meaidentification that will be used by
the medical aircraft in question.

Article 30.-Landing and inspection of medical aaftr

1. Medical aircraft flying over areas which are gicglly controlled by an adverse
Party, or over areas the physical control of whschot clearly established, may be
ordered to land or to alight on water, as appro@yi@ permit inspection in
accordance with the following paragraphs. Meditaraft shall obey any such order.

2. If such an aircraft lands or alights on wateneter ordered to do so or for other
reasons, it may be subjected to inspection sotetietermine the matters referred to
in paragraphs 3 and 4. Any such inspection shatidoemenced without delay and
shall be conducted expeditiously. The inspectingyPsall not require the wounded
and sick to be removed from the aircraft unless tieenoval is essential for the
inspection. That Party shall in any event ensuaéttie condition of the wounded and
sick is not adversely affected by the inspectiobythe removal.

3. If the inspection discloses that the aircraft:
(a) Is a medical aircraft within the meaning otiéle 8, subparagraph (j);
(b) Is not in violation of the conditions pressd in Article 28; and

( ¢ ) Has not flown without or in breach of a pragreement where such agreement is
required;

the aircraft and those of its occupants who betorthe adverse Party or to a neutral
or other State not a Party to the conflict shalabthorized to continue the flight
without delay.

4. If the inspection discloses that the aircraft:

(a) Is not a medical aircraft within the meanafdArticle 8, subparagraph (j);

(b) Is in violation of the conditions prescribedArticle 28; or,

( ¢ ) Has flown without or in breach of a prior agment where such agreement is
required;

the aircraft may be seized. Its occupants shditdaed in conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Conventions and of Brigtocol. Any aircraft seized which
had been assigned as a permanent medical airagfbenused thereafter only as a
medical aircraft.



Article 31.-Neutral or other States not Partieths conflict

1. Except by prior agreement, medical aircraftIshat fly over or land in the territory
of a neutral or other State not a Party to thelminHowever, with such an
agreement, they shall be respected throughoutftigkit and also for the duration of
any calls in the territory. Nevertheless they shbhky any summons to land or to
alight on water, as appropriate.

2. Should a medical aircraft, in the absence dgeement or in deviation from the
terms of an agreement, fly over the territory ofeaitral or other State not a Party to
the conflict, either through navigational errotb@cause of an emergency affecting
the safety of the flight, it shall make every efftr give notice of the flight and to
identify itself. As soon as such medical aircraftecognized, that State shall make all
reasonable efforts to give the order to land alight on water referred to in Article
30, paragraph 1, or to take other measures to safégts own interests, and in either
case, to allow the aircraft time for compliancefobe resorting to an attack against
the aircraft.

3. If a medical aircraft, either by agreement othi@ circumstances mentioned in
paragraph 2, lands or alights on water in thettegriof a neutral or other State not
Party to the conflict, whether ordered to do stooother reasons, the aircraft shall be
subject to inspection for the purposes of detemginvhether it is in fact a medical
aircraft. The inspection shall be commenced witltmlay and shall be conducted
expeditiously. The inspecting Party shall not regthe wounded and sick of the
Party operating the aircraft to be removed froomiess their removal is essential for
the inspection. The inspecting Party shall in avgné ensure that the condition of the
wounded and sick is not adversely affected byrnkpection or the removal. If the
inspection discloses that the aircraft is in faotedical aircraft, the aircraft with its
occupants, other than those who must be detainaccimrdance with the rules of
international law applicable in armed conflict, e allowed to resume its flight,
and reasonable facilities shall be given for thetiomation of the flight. If the
inspection discloses that the aircraft is not ainaaircraft, it shall be seized and the
occupants treated in accordance with paragraph 4.

4. The wounded, sick and shipwrecked disembarkbeéywise than temporarily,

from a medical aircraft with the consent of thedloguthorities in the territory of a
neutral or other State not a Party to the condlnzll, unless agreed otherwise between
that State and the Parties to the conflict, beidetbby that Sate where so required by
the rules of international law applicable in arneedflict, in such a manner that they
cannot again take part in the hostilities. The obs$tospital treatment and internment
shall be borne by the State to which those perbelmng.

5. Neutral or other States not Parties to the airghall apply any conditions and
restrictions on the passage of medical aircraft,aweon the landing of medical
aircraft in, their territory equally to all Partiesthe conflict.

Section Ill.-Missing and dead persons

Article 32.-General principle



In the implementation of this Section, the actastof the High Contracting Parties, of
the Parties to the conflict and of the internatldnananitarian organizations
mentioned in the Conventions and in this Protohallfe prompted mainly by the
right of families to know the fate of their relads.

Article 33.-Missing persons

1. As soon as circumstances permit, and at thstlfxtam the end of active hostilities,
each Party to the conflict shall search for thespes who have been reported missing
by an adverse Party. Such adverse Party shalhtitiaB relevant information
concerning such persons in order to facilitate sezrches.

2. In order to facilitate the gathering of informoat pursuant to the preceding
paragraph, each Party to the conflict shall, wéspect to persons who would not
receive more favourable consideration under thev€ations and this Protocol:

(a) Record the information specified in Articléglof the Fourth Convention in
respect of such persons who have been detainedsonpd or otherwise held in
captivity for more than two weeks as a result dfthities or occupation, or who have
died during any period of detention;

(b) To the fullest extent possible, facilitatelari need be, carry out the search for
and the recording of information concerning suctspes if they have died in other
circumstances as a result of hostilities or ocaopat

3. Information concerning persons reported mispimguant to paragraph 1 and
requests for such information shall be transmiéiglger directly or through the
Protecting Power or the Central Tracing Agencyhef international Committee of the
Red Cross or national Red Cross (Red Crescentl.Radand Sun) Societies. Where
the information is not transmitted through the ins&gional Committee of the Red
Cross and its Central Tracing Agency, each Parthigaonflict shall ensure that such
information is also supplied to the Central Trachggency.

4. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavourgieea on arrangements for teams to
search for, identify and recover the dead fromiéfgtd areas, including
arrangements, if appropriate, for such teams tacsempanied by personnel of the
adverse Party while carrying out the missions @aarcontrolled by the adverse Party.
Personnel of such teams shall be respected anecprdtwhile exclusively carrying
out these duties.

Article 34.-Remains of deceased

1. The remains of persons who have died for reassated to occupation or in
detention resulting from occupation or hostiliteesd those of persons not nationals of
the country in which they have died as a resultadtilities shall be respected, and the
gravesites of all such persons shall be respegtanhtained and marked as provided
for in Article 130 of the Fourth Convention, wheheir remains or gravesites would
not receive more favourable consideration undeCibi@ventions and this Protocol.



2. As soon as circumstances and the relations ket adverse Parties permit, the
High Contracting Parties in whose territories geagad, as the case may be, other
locations of the remains of persons who have dsegl r@sult of hostilities or during
occupation or in detention are situated, shall katecagreements in order:

(a) To facilitate access to the gravesites batinads of the deceased and by
representatives of official graves registratiorvess and to regulate the practical
arrangements for such access;

(b) To protect and maintain such gravesites peamnty;

(¢) To facilitate the return of the remains af theceased and of personal effects to
the country upon its request or, unless that cguwlijects, upon the request of the
next of kin.

3. In the absence of the agreements provided fpatagraph 2 (b ) or (¢ ) and if the
country of such deceased is not willing to arraaggs expense for the maintenance
of such gravesites, the High Contracting Party mose territory the gravesites are
situated may offer to facilitate the return of teenains of the deceased to the country.
Where such an offer has not been accepted the Gbglracting Party may, after the
expiry of five years from the date of the offer amqmbn due notice to the country,
adopt the arrangements laid down in its own lawatirg to cemeteries and graves.

4. A High Contracting Party in whose territory gpavesites referred to in this Article
are situated shall be permitted to exhume the mesraily:

(a) In accordance with paragraphs 2 (¢ ) arat 3;

(b ) Where exhumation is a matter of overridin@lpunecessity, including cases of
medical and investigative necessity, in which daseHigh Contracting Party shall at
all times respect the remains, and shall give edbcthe country of its intention to
exhume the remains together with details of thenidéd place of reinterment.

Part Ill

METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE
COMBATANT AND PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS

Section |.-Methods and means of warfare
Article 35.-Basic rules

1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Partieshe conflict to choose methods or
means of warfare is not unlimited.

2. It is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiéesl material and methods of warfare
of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecgssuffering.



3. It is prohibited to employ methods or means affare which are intended, or may
be expected, to cause widespread, long-term aretesdamage to the natural
environment.

Article 36.-New weapons

In the study, development, acquisition or adoptba new weapon, means or method
of warfare, a High Contracting Party is under ahgaition to determine whether its
employment would, in some or all circumstancegpiohibited by this Protocol or by
any other rule of international law applicabletie High Contracting Party.

Article 37.-Prohibition of perfidy

1. It is prohibited to Kill, injure or capture adweersary by resort to perfidy. Acts
inviting the confidence of an adversary to lead bonbelieve that he is entitled to, or
is obliged to accord, protection under the rulemtg#rnational law applicable in
armed conflict, with intent to betray that confidenshall constitute perfidy. The
following acts are examples of perfidy:

(a) The feigning of an intent to negotiate uradiag of truce or of a surrender;
( b) The feigning of an incapacitation by woundsickness;
( ¢ ) The feigning of civilian, non-combatant s&tand

(d) The feigning of protected status by the ussigns, emblems or uniforms of the
United Nations or of neutral or other States nati€ato the conflict.

2. Ruses of war are not prohibited. Such rusea@szwhich are intended to mislead
an adversary or to induce him to act recklesslyhith infringe no rule of
international law applicable in armed conflict amkich are not perfidious because
they do not invite the confidence of an adversaitii vespect to protection under that
law. The following are examples of such ruses:ude of camouflage, decoys, mock
operations and misinformation.

Article 38.-Recognized emblems

1. It is prohibited to make improper use of thdididive emblem of the red cross, red
crescent or red lion and sun or of other emblergasor signals provided for by the
Conventions or by this Protocol. It is also protedito misuse deliberately in an
armed conflict other internationally recognizedtpotive emblems, signs or signals,
including the flag of truce, and the protective éenbof cultural property.

2. It is prohibited to make use of the distincterablem of the United Nations, except
as authorized by that Organization.

Article 39.-Emblems of nationality

1. It is prohibited to make use in an armed confiiche flags or military emblems,
insignia or uniforms of neutral or other States atties to the conflict.



2. It is prohibited to make use of the flags oritaiily emblems, insignia or uniforms

of adverse Parties while engaging in attacks arder to shield, favour, protect or
impede military operations.

3. Nothing in this Article or in Article 37, paraaph 1 ( d ), shall affect the existing
generally recognized rules of international lawlmable to espionage or to the use of
flags in the conduct of armed conflict at sea.

Article 40.-Quarter

It is prohibited to order that there shall be novators, to threaten an adversary
therewith or to conduct hostilities on this basis.

Article 41.-Safeguard of an enemy hors de combat

1. A person who is recognized or who, in the cirstances, should be recognized to
be hors de combat shall not be made the objedtaifia

2. A person is hors de combat if:
(a) He is in the power of an adverse Party;
(b) He clearly expresses an intention to surrerate

(¢ ) He has been rendered unconscious or is otbemcapacitated by wounds or
sickness, and therefore is incapable of defendimgéif;

provided that in any of these cases he abstains &y hostile act and does not
attempt to escape.

3. When persons entitled to protection as prisookvear have fallen into the power
of an adverse Party under unusual conditions ot@dwhich prevent their
evacuation as provided for in Part Ill, Sectionoflthe Third Convention, they shall be
released and all feasible precautions shall bentekensure their safety.

Article 42.-Occupants of aircraft

1. No person parachuting from an aircraft in disdrehall be made the object of attack
during his descent.

2. Upon reaching the ground in territory controllgdan adverse Party, a person who
has parachuted from an aircraft in distress sheadjiben an opportunity to surrender
before being made the object of attack, unlessapparent that he is engaging in a
hostile act.

3. Airborne troops are not protected by this Adicl

Section Il.-Combatant and prisoner-of-war status



Article 43.-Armed forces

1. The armed forces of a Party to a conflict cdrdisll organized armed forces,
groups and units which are under a command redplertsi that Party for the conduct
of its subordinates, even if that Party is represghby a government or an authority
not recognized by an adverse Party. Such armeddattall be subject to an internal
disciplinary system which, inter alia , shall em®icompliance with the rules of
international law applicable in armed conflict.

2. Members of the armed forces of a Party to alimbiidther than medical personnel
and chaplains covered by Article 33 of the Thirch@mntion) are combatants, that is
to say, they have the right to participate direatiyostilities.

3. Whenever a Party to a conflict incorporatesramaditary or armed law
enforcement agency into its armed forces it slmatiify the other Parties to the
conflict.

Article 44.-Combatants and prisoners of war

1. Any combatant, as defined in Article 43, whdsahto the power of an adverse
Party shall be a prisoner of war.

2. While all combatants are obliged to comply with rules of international law
applicable in armed conflict, violations of thesées shall not deprive a combatant of
his right to be a combatant or, if he falls inte fower of an adverse Party, of his
right to be a prisoner of war, except as provideparagraphs 3 and 4.

3. In order to promote the protection of the cauilipopulation from the effects of
hostilities, combatants are obliged to distingutstmselves from the civilian
population while they are engaged in an attack @ military operation preparatory
to an attack. Recognizing, however, that theresimations in armed conflicts where,
owing to the nature of the hostilities an armed batant cannot so distinguish
himself, he shall retain his status as a combapaatvided that, in such situations, he
carries his arms openly:

(a) During each military engagement, and

(b)) During such time as he is visible to the adagy while he is engaged in a
military deployment preceding the launching of &ack in which he is to participate.

Acts which comply with the requirements of thisggmaph shall not be considered as
perfidious within the meaning of Article 37, paragh 1 (¢ ).

4. A combatant who falls into the power of an adedpParty while failing to meet the
requirements set forth in the second sentencerafjpaph 3 shall forfeit his right to
be a prisoner of war, but he shall, neverthelesgjiven protections equivalent in all
respects to those accorded to prisoners of wandyhird Convention and by this
Protocol. This protection includes protections gglént to those accorded to
prisoners of war by the Third Convention in theecadere such a person is tried and
punished for any offences he has committed.



5. Any combatant who falls into the power of anexde Party while not engaged in
an attack or in a military operation preparatoramoattack shall not forfeit his rights
to be a combatant and a prisoner of war by virfugoprior activities.

6. This Article is without prejudice to the right@any person to be a prisoner of war
pursuant to Article 4 of the Third Convention.

7. This Article is not intended to change the galtgraccepted practice of States with
respect to the wearing of the uniform by combatastsgned to the regular,
uniformed armed units of a Party to the conflict.

8. In addition to the categories of persons meetn Article 13 of the First and
Second Conventions, all members of the armed fatadarty to the conflict, as
defined in Article 43 of this Protocol, shall betidad to protection under those
Conventions if they are wounded or sick or, in¢hse of the Second Convention,
shipwrecked at sea or in other waters.

Article 45.-Protection of persons who have taken jpahostilities

1. A person who takes part in hostilities and faidte the power of an adverse Party
shall be presumed to be a prisoner of war, anethier shall be protected by the
Third Convention, if he claims the status of prisioaf war, or if he appears to be
entitled to such status, or if the Party on whiehdiepends claims such status on his
behalf by notification to the detaining Power otlte Protecting Power. Should any
doubt arise as to whether any such person iseshtidl the status of prisoner of war,
he shall continue to have such status and, thexetimibe protected by the Third
Convention and this Protocol until such time asstégus has been determined by a
competent tribunal.

2. If a person who has fallen into the power otdrerse Party is not held as a
prisoner of war and is to be tried by that Partydio offence arising out of the
hostilities, he shall have the right to assertemstlement to prisoner-of-war status
before a judicial tribunal and to have that questdjudicated. Whenever possible
under the applicable procedure, this adjudicatlaaill ©ccur before the trial for the
offence. The representatives of the Protecting Pevall be entitled to attend the
proceedings in which that question is adjudicatedess, exceptionally, the
proceedings are held in camera in the interestaiteSecurity. In such a case the
detaining Power shall advise the Protecting Poweomingly.

3. Any person who has taken part in hostilitiespwdhnot entitled to prisoner-of-war
status and who does not benefit from more favoerabhtment in accordance with
the Fourth Convention shall have the right atiales to the protection of Article 75
of this Protocol. In occupied territory, any su@rgon, unless he is held as a spy,
shall also be entitled, notwithstanding Articlef3lee Fourth Convention, to his rights
of communication under that Convention.

Article 46.-Spies



1. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Cami@ns or of this Protocol, any
member of the armed forces of a Party to the adnitho falls into the power of an
adverse Party while engaging in espionage shalhawet the right to the status of
prisoner of war and may be treated as a spy.

2. A member of the armed forces of a Party to thdlict who, on behalf of that Party
and in territory controlled by an adverse Partyhges or attempts to gather
information shall not be considered as engagiregpionage if, while so acting, he is
in the uniform of his armed forces.

3. A member of the armed forces of a Party to thdlict who is a resident of
territory occupied by an adverse Party and whdyeiralf of the Party on which he
depends, gathers or attempts to gather informationilitary value within that
territory shall not be considered as engaging jmiogsge unless he does so through
an act of false pretences or deliberately in adg#atine manner. Moreover, such a
resident shall not lose his right to the statuprifoner of war and may not be treated
as a spy unless he is captured while engagingoio@sge.

4. A member of the armed forces of a Party to th@lict who is not a resident of
territory occupied by an adverse Party and whoelngsged in espionage in that
territory shall not lose his right to the statugpakoner of war and may not be treated
as a spy unless he is captured before he hasedjtie armed forces to which he
belongs.

Article 47.-Mercenaries

1. A mercenary shall not have the right to be alzaiant or a prisoner of war.

2. A mercenary is any person who:

(a) Is specially recruited locally or abroad mder to fight in an armed conflict;

(b) Does, in fact, take a direct part in the hidists;

(c) Is motivated to take part in the hostilitessentially by the desire for private gain
and, in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of atyPtr the conflict, material
compensation substantially in excess of that prech@ paid to combatants of similar

ranks and functions in the armed forces of thatyPar

(d) Is neither a national of a Party to the aohfior a resident of territory controlled
by a Party to the conflict;

(e) Is not a member of the armed forces of ayRarthe conflict; and

() Has not been sent by a State which is naaréyRo the conflict on official duty as
a member of its armed forces.
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